the anthropological efforts everywhere to re-interpret indigenous perspectives to their readers.
Then, developing and adding new pieces of information to these articles Nadezhda Mamontova in her publication demonstrates the importance of Shirokogoroff's ideas for scholarship of the issues of indigenous population of the Russian Far East, in particular reference to such indigenous peoples of the North as the Evenks and the Uil'ta. Through a revisit to Shirokogoroff's sociolinguistics, she provides broader and critical implications for the nationality categorization and its associated policy issues. Further articles provide evaluation of Shirokogoroff's ideas in the context of contemporary issues of ethnopolitics and certain aspects of security in the region that are associated with it. Anton Kireev in his article analyzes the situation of the Russians in China and the Chinese in Russia. He is able to draw lessons from Shirokogoroff's studies of movements of Tungus population and the general mechanism of migration. Kireev finds that, in spite of increased complexity of the ethnic composition of Russia and China, mutual migrations contributed rather to internal ethnic and cultural consolidation, strengthening of the national identity of Russians and Chinese.
Oleg Pakhomov describes the process of adaptation of the ethnic communities to the new economic conditions under the pressure of the national identity formation policies in Russia and in China. Applying Shirokogoroff's notion of psychomental complex, this article argues that ethnic policies and reproduction of ethnic/national boundaries in China and Russia are manifestations of deeper cognitive mechanisms that function as self-referential operations. While such reproduction has its sources in the cognitive structure, it nonetheless enhances the image of the government as a legitimate actor of national unity. In his article, Ivan Zolotukhin examines inclusiveness of ethnic groups into facilitation of an international security in the region. He discovers a psychomental process that undergirds the international system of Northeast Asia and proceeds to analyze how the Far East ethnic system operates at a different level. He shows that international security is the major psychomental complex of the national system and via what mechanism this drive for international security may force adaptation by the ethnosystem.
The special issue authors hope to demonstrate a true significance of an ethnos theory and other ideas of Sergei Shirokogoroff for understanding of an ethnic phenomenon and assessment of its significance in the present-day context.
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